The Penderwicks by Birdsall
p.1 
Who is The Penderwicks dedicated to? Bluey


How many Penderwick sisters are there? 4


What city did the girls usually vacation in? Cape Cod


What state is home to the Penderwick girls? Massachusetts

p.2
What color is Hound Penderwick? Black


What happened to the map? Hound (the dog) ate it

p.3
What game did the girls play in the car? I went to the zoo and I saw…


Who is the oldest Penderwick sister? Rosalind


What is Mr. Penderwicks profession? Professor of Botany

p.5
Which Penderwick sister writes books? Jane


What is the name of the heroine that Jane writes stories about? Sabrina Starr

p.6
When they stop for directions, what was the man in the truck selling? Tomatoes

What is the name of the house at number 11 Stafford St.? Arundel

p.15
How do the sisters decide who goes first to pick their rooms at Arundel? Hound Draw for Order (write name on slip of paper and drop on the floor with dog biscuit and whichever paper Hound nudges first is 1st and so on)
p.17
What is Skye’s lucky object, that she wore when she fell of the garage and broke nothing? Camouflage hat
p.19
Who is the 1st sister to go exploring? Skye

p.21
What other language does Mr. Penderwick speak? Latin

p.24
Where did Cagney hide Skye in the garden when Mrs. Tifton was coming? In an Urn

p.26
How did Cagney get the garden job? His dad retired

p.28
Who is Jeffrey? Mrs. Tifton’s son
p.29
What kind of wings does Batty wear? Butterfly


p.30
What is MOOPS? Meeting of the Older Penderwick Sisters

p.30
How many sisters are part of MOOPS? 3

p.32
What is Batty’s real name? Elizabeth

p.32
Who is Betty named for? Her mother

p.33
How did Mrs. Penderwick die? Cancer

p.38
What do the girls make for Jeffrey’s apology party? Cookies (chocolate chip)
p.40
How many rabbits does Cagney own? Two

p. 43 
Who answers the door when Jane knocks at the door with the brass plate and the welcome mat? The housekeeper, Mrs. Churchill (Churchie)

p.48
What caused the kitchen to fill with smoke? Skye put the cookies in the oven on broil and forgot about them

p.52 
Jeffrey was taking Jane and Skye to see something special. What were they trying to see through the knotholes in the door? A bull

p.54
What did Batty hope to find when she wiggled under the door into the field? Horses
p.58
What did the bull really do to the tourist? Stomped on his camera (he did not gore him and make his guts hang out)
p.61
Who was the last person out of the bull pen? Jeffrey

p.65
How did Batty’s wings get torn? Being shoved under the gate out of the bull pen

p.65
After the kids escape the bull, who comes crashing through the woods after them? Hound (the dog)

p.71
What are the names of Cagney’s rabbits? Yaz and Carla
p.71
What kind of hats does Cagney wear? Baseball

p.73
What happened to the soccer ball? Hound punctured it

p.75
What instrument does Jeffrey play? The piano
p.77
How did Skye and Jane get out of Jeffrey’s room after Mrs. Tifton came home early with company? Climbed down the tree

p.79
The girls were stuck in the tree about 15 feet above the ground. Who rescued them? Cagney
p.81
What special treat  did Churchie make that the girls went with Jeffrey to eat after breakfast? Gingerbread (with strawberries and whipped cream)

p.84
How old will Jeffrey be on his birthday? 11
p.88
What is Mrs. Tifton’s first name? Brenda

p.97
What happened to Batty’s hair before the birthday party? She got gum stuck in it

p.100
What is Mrs. Tifton’s boyfriends name? Mr. (Dexter) Dupree
p.104
What did Jeffrey get from his mother for his birthday gift? A large leather golf bag
p.107
What was so extraordinary about the ceiling in the dining room at Arundel? The ceiling was painted 
p.111
What does Mrs. Tifton plan for Jeffrey to be when he grows up? An army general, just like ‘papa’ (her father)

p.116
What dance does Jeffrey show the girls? The Waltz

p.122
What was one of Janes ideas to save Jeffrey from military school? Adopt him or write a letter to Mrs. Tifton explaining why he shouldn’t go

p.126
What was the book about that Cagney loaned to Rosalind? About Civil War Generals

p.126
Whose face did Skye and Jane paint on cardboard for target practice? D.D. (Dexter Dupree)
p.131
Who is Rosalinds friend that she writes letters to? Anna

p.133
What did Rosalind get in trouble for picking out of Mrs. Tifton’s garden? Lily

p.134
When Jeffrey and Skye were wearing Camo hats what hat did Jane wear? A yellow rain hat
p.141
Who caught Yaz the rabbit? Hound

p.145
When Batty couldn’t find Yaz, where did she decide to go? Home, to Cameron

p.147
Who did Batty think the horses she saw, while walking home to Cameron, remind her of? Yaz and Carla (Cagney’s rabbits)

p.148
What is the name of Batty’s blue elephant? Funty

p.149
Why did Batty stop walking? She came to a road and her father had forbidden her to ever, ever cross by herself

p.153
“In some cultures it’s believed that when a person saves someone from death, he or she forever owns a part of that someone’s” what? Soul

p.153
What does Batty think Jeffrey would do with part of her soul? Marry her

p.164
What word does Jane use that means a ‘thoroughly worthless person’? Git

p.165
What is soccer called in England? Football

p.170
What gift does Rosalind and Batty give Cagney? A book of Civil War photos

p.173
What place did Arundel take in the Garden Competition? Second

p.180
What does Jeffrey compare playing the piano to? Fractions (math)

p.182
What did Batty build during the piano lesson? A Wild West fort/Arabian Nights tent
p.189
What is the special hand motion the girls do when they say “Penderwick Family Honor”? Fist on top of fist

p.192
What did Batty’s mommy and Uncle Gordon use as a bobsled when they were kids? Uncle Gordon’s mattress with the covers on

p.192
How much did Uncle Gordon pay Mommy to ride on the “bobsled”? 25 cents

p.199
Where is the marble thunderbolt man? In the garden at Arundel

p.200
What color is Cagney’s girlfriend, Kathleen’s, hair? Red

p.200
What team shirt does Cagney cover Rosalind with? Red Sox

p.202
What is Cagney’s girlfriends name? Kathleen

p.207
What state is Pencey Military Academy in? Pennsylvania

p.210
What is Skye’s favorite subject? Math
p.215
When Mrs. Tifton, Mr. Dupree and Jeffrey came back from Pennsylvania, what did Mr. Dupree return to the car to get? Luggage
p.217
What did Mr. Dupree think of Jane’s book? It was lousy

p.219
What is the subject of the magazines Mr. Dupree publishes? Cars

p.226
What old black and white movie did Pencey watch in his hotel room in Pennsylvania? To Kill A Mockingbird
p.229
Who does Jeffrey hope to meet on the streets in Boston? His father
p.236
Why can’t Batty pour milk on her morning cereal? She had an incident where she poured a gallon on Hounds head

p.242
Which Penderwick sister accompanied Mr. Penderwick and Jeffrey downstairs to face Mrs. Tifton? Jane
p.245
What was Mrs. Tifton afraid to learn how to do as a child? Learn to swim
p.247
What did Batty draw for Jeffrey as a good bye gift? A picture of the bull
p.248
Who did Rosalind think the picture of the bull was? Hound

p.252
What did Daddy leave on the kitchen counter that he had to go back and get? His glasses
p.253 
Who came to see Rosalind in the car to say good bye? Cagney

p.255
What gift did Cagney give Rosalind as they were leaving? A Fimbriata Rose

p.261
What did Batty give Jeffrey at the very end of the book? Her butterfly wings
1. In which book does the father often speak Latin to his children?

2. In which book does the baby of the family run around wearing butterfly wings?

3. With the help of his new friends, a young boy finds the courage to make his own choices about his path in life in which book?

4. Instead of flipping a quarter or drawing straws, the family dog determines which child goes first in which book?

5. In which book does a game of soccer ruin the garden during the garden club competition?

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy (ISBN 0-375-83143-6) is the long title of the 2005 children's book by Jeanne Birdsall that won the 2005 National Book Award. It deals with the Penderwick family, who take a vacation to a cottage in the Berkshire Mountains of Massachusetts.

Penderwick Siblings (in order of age):

Rosalind - The oldest and most practical Penderwick sister.

Skye - Blonde hair, blue eyes, like her mother, the only Penderwick sister with these features.

Jane - Imaginative writer.

Batty - Four years old. Wears butterfly wings.



In the beginning of the book, the tomato seller named Harry meets the lost Penderwick family and gives them directions to their summer cottage in the mountains, as well as a free bag of juicy and ripe tomatoes. The four sisters, listed from oldest to youngest, Rosalind, Skye, Jane, and Batty help each other out, even if it means getting themselves into a whole lot of trouble. For example, even though all of the sisters want the biggest room, they give it to Skye because she was unfortunately picked last to choose a new room.

The plot goes on with them to meet a boy called Jeffrey, and then they meet the dreaded woman: Mrs. Tifton. She is also the mother of Jeffery, and owner of the mansion. She has a boyfriend called Dexter, who is only interested in sending Jeffrey to Pencey Millitary school. They learn at Jeffrey's birthday party that Jeffrey might go to Pencey next year, and she is getting married to Dexter. But, here's the conflict: Jeffrey doesn't want to go to Pencey.

