RIDING FREEDOM
Ryan

In the Beginning –

Charlotte Parkhurst was born in 1812.  But the story puts her birth in the mid 1800’s.  (Ryan’s “creative license”)

A few months after Charlotte’s second birthday, on their way back to their New Hampshire farm during a thunderstorm, Charlotte’s parents were killed when their wagon smashed into some trees.

How was Charlotte saved from the fatal wagon accident?  She was thrown clear
How was Charlotte able to survive the cold rainy night?  The horses’ breath kept her warm

What was Charlotte holding tight to that she wouldn’t let go of when the neighbors found her?  The horses’ reins

“She might as well have something to hold on to.  She hasn’t got much else.  There’s no other family to speak of.”  The Doctor to the neighbors about Charlotte

“Since the day you were born, you’ve been determined as a mule and tough as a rawhide bone.”  The doctor to Charlotte

Chapter 1 –

How long had Charlotte been at the orphanage?  10 years

What did Charlotte wear on her wrist?  Strip of leather rein

What was Charlotte’s greatest misfortune at the orphanage?  She was the charge of Mrs. Boyle, the cook

Mrs. Boyle was not at all motherly and yelled at Charlotte always.

What place made Charlotte the happiest?  The stables

Who was the man that ran the stables at the orphanage?  Vern

Vern thought names should stand for something, so he named all the stables horses.  Which one was Charlotte’s favorite?  Freedom
What had Vern been in his life before the stable man at the orphanage?  A slave

Why had Vern named Freedom Freedom?  It was for the story of running away from slavery and winning!

Why did William not like Charlotte?  She was better at climbing trees and riding horses than he was

“A horse rides the way it’s ridden.”  Vern’s thoughts on respect toward animals

Who was the overseer at the orphanage?  Mr. Millshark

What did Mr. Millshark remind Charlotte of?  A plump potato

What was Mr. Millshark walking the fence line for?  Waiting to start the pasture races

Who won the pasture race?  Charlotte and Freedom
Why was Charlotte alarmed after winning the pasture race?  Freedom was wheezing and breathing heavy

Why did William threaten Charlotte with that being the last race she would win?  He was going to talk with Mr. Millshark so he’d keep Charlotte out of the stables

Who was Charlotte’s only friend at the orphanage?  Hayward

When Charlotte and Hayward were laying in the hay, what were some of the things they dreamed about having and doing after the orphanage?  Having a ranch and a home, horses, a cook, a sign that says Private Property

What did Charlotte love to hear Hayward tell about?  His parents

What did three clangs of the bell on the porch of the orphanage mean?  Someone was back to look over the boys for adoption

Chapter 2 –

Why hadn’t Charlotte been adopted?  Mrs. Boyle kept her in the potato bin when she was young

Why did Mrs. Boyle put Charlotte in the bin?  She wanted her as a kitchen worker

“Don’t be given those dishes a lick and a promise.  You scrub those pans until they’re clean!”  Mrs. Boyle to Charlotte

What did Vern tell Charlotte the next day?  That Freedom had died and he and some of the older boys buried her

“You go right ahead and rake them stalls if you a mind to it.  You the best stable boy I got.”  Vern to Charlotte

Why did Mr. Millshark say Charlotte had to stay out of the stable in the kitchen?  It wasn’t ladylike to race with the boys
What other “bad” news did Charlotte get that same day?  Hayward had been adopted

What did the kids always help Vern do on Mondays?  Soap bridles

What had Charlotte been hoping Hayward’s ears would do for him?  Keep him at the orphanage forever

Charlotte decided that when Hay left, she would too.

Chapter 3 –

Where did Charlotte put the bundle that Hayward had brought her?  In the woodbox

What did Charlotte give Hayward as a going away present?  Half of her bracelet

What did Vern always say to Charlotte?  The easy way ain’t always going to get you anywhere

What two things did Charlotte ask Vern for the night before she ran away from the orphanage?  Scissors and money for the stage
How was Vern going to know Charlotte had arrived at the town safely?  She would pile rocks by the town’s sign (because Vern couldn’t read)


“You gotta do what your heart tells you.”  Vern to Charlotte

What was Vern going to name Charity’s foal?  Charlotte’s Pride

What else had Vern put in his bundle besides scissors and money?  A sandwich 

How did Charlotte transform herself into a boy?  She cut her hair short and wore Hayward’s clothes

Where did Charlotte put her frock and Vern’s scissors?  In the trunk of a dead tree

Why did Charlotte wrap the apron strings around tree brambles?  To make it look like she drowned

Where was the stage that Charlotte wanted to take?  Concord

Chapter 4 –

Charlotte purchased a one-way ticket to where?  Manchester

What did Charlotte tell Mrs. Mapes and Mrs. Earhart her name was?  Charley
Charlotte didn’t end up in Manchester – no one woke her up at her stop.  Where did she get off the stage?  Worcester, Massachusetts

What did Charley offer to help with for the stage driver?  Get the horses some water once they were in the livery

Charlotte snuck up into the loft and when the driver left, she started raking the stalls, straightened the bridles

Where did Charlotte sleep?  In the loft

With the remaining money from Vern, what did Charlotte buy to eat?  Apples

What else had Vern given Charley to help her remember him?  A kerchief made from one of his shirts

When Charley woke up the next morning, who was standing over her with a pitchfork?  Ebeneezer

Chapter 5 –

What did Ebeneezer Balch offer Charley for helping in the stables?  Sleeping in the loft and eating at the café
Where was Ebeneezer moving his stable in the near future?  To Providence, Rhode Island

Who else was impressed with Charley’s abilities with horses besides Ebeneezer?  The stock tenders

Who did Ebeneezer tell Charley was poking around town and the stage line looking for a runaway girl from the orphanage?  Mr. Millshark

When Charley thought about running away again so Ebeneezer wouldn’t get into trouble, he said he was going to test her out on something.  What was it?  Driving a team of six
Why did Ebeneezer hand Charley a whip for driving the six-in-the-hand?  Not for whipping, just to lead them by the sound

Why would Charley yell “haw” or “gee” to the horses?  To get them to turn left and right

“Every time you fall, you learn somethin’ new ‘bout your horse.  You learn what not to do next time.”  Vern to Charlotte when she was learning to ride a horse

When Charley succeeded in driving the six-in-the-hand, what did Ebeneezer offer her?  Ato drive the team to Rhode Island and a job as a stock tender and coach driver

In the Middle –

For 6 years, Charley drove stage and was greatly requested.  

Why did Charley not mail her own letters to Hayward?  To protect her identity
Hayward would venture over to the orphanage and let Vern know about Charlotte

Chapter 6 –

What did Ebeneezer call his new stables in Providence?  What Cheer

What is the luggage area in the back of a stagecoach called?  The boot

What did Mr. Millshark, one of the passengers at Ebeneezer’s stage station, offer Charley to ride up front with her?  A couple cigars

What are the pairs of horses on a six horse stage called?  Leads (the leaders), swings (the ones in the middle) and wheelers (the pair closest to the wheels)

How did Charlotte get the stage unstuck from the mire?  With brush under the wheels

Who helped with the brush?  Mr. Millshark

What happened to Mr. Millshark’s boots?  Charley had hidden them and would give them to Ebeneezer

Chapter 7 –
What are Argonauts?  Gold diggers

James and Frank, former workers for Ebeneezer, had set up a small stage line where?  Sacramento

How long would it take Charley to travel to Sacramento?  A month

What lured her to California?  Land!

When Charley was telling Ebeneezer she was going to California, who did he say she reminded him of?  His daughter who had died – the resemblance was because she could ride like the wind

When did Charley tell Ebeneezer her real name?  when she was packing to leave for California

What was the name of the steamboat Charley was on as she arrived in Sacramento?  theWilliam G. Hunt

Who met Charley at the docks?  James

What place was the woman handing out handbills saying was thinking of giving women voting rights?  Wyoming Territory

What question did Charley ask the woman handing out handbills?  Who she would vote for in the upcoming election

Where had women and men gathered to discuss women’s rights?  Seneca Falls, New York

What was James and Frank’s stage business called?  California Stage Company

Where did James get his first horses for the stage company?  From Australia

To make due while the Australian horses were being shipped, what did James use for horses?  Rounded up wild mustangs

Chapter 8 –

What happened to Charley as she was readying to shoe a wild horse?  It kicked her in the face

Where did Charley wake up after being kicked?  In the doctor’s office
Why was Charley so alarmed about being in the doc’s office?  He knew she was a girl and she was worried about her left eye

What bad news did the doc give Charley about her eye?  It might be blind

Because the eye patch made Charley look like a pirate, what did folks around the livery call her?  One-Eyed Charley

How did Charley get used to driving a stage with having sight in only one eye?  She practiced

What did Charley tell James when he asked what the passengers would think of having a one-eyed driver for their stage?  It was to frighten off bandits

“I ain’t going to be a fair-weather driver.  I want to drive, same as usual, like all the other drivers.”  Charley to James
When Charley came to the rain-swollen river, what did she do?  Walked the passengers across the bridge after checking it.  Then went back and drove the stage across

Chapter 9 –

As news spread about the one-eyed driver, what would folks do as Charlotte drove a stage into a town?  Throw three dollar gold pieces in the dirt to see if she could hit them with the wheels of the stage coach

What went on a stage way stations?  Drivers changed to fresh horses

While out riding to mail a letter to Hayward, what did Charley happen upon?  A piece of property for sale.

Who was the nearest neighbor to the for sale property?  Margaret

Charley paid $600 for the property that was part of the Rancho Corralitos
Charley also bought Margaret’s land and made a deal with her – what was it?  Margaret tended the chickens and did some cooking for Charley in trade for rent

A few months after Charley moved into her cabin, what had she found in the road?  A box of kittens

What did the mystery sign read in Charley’s front pasture?  Private Property

Who had made the sign?  Hayward

What did Hayward do after his parents moved to Missouri?  Rode for Pony Express

Who did Hay say was the first boy to get unadopted from the orphanage?  William

Chapter 10 –

How long did Hayward stay?  For a month of Sundays

Why did Charlotte say she couldn’t go back to Missouri with Hayward?  She had registered to vote in Santa Cruz County
In the end –

Who came out to help Charley create the way station?  Ebeneezer

Who helped Charley deliver the breach foal?  Ebeneezer

What flavor was the new baby horse?  A filly

What was the surprise announcement as the new filly stood up?  “There’s another one coming!  Twins!”

The second horse was a colt

What did Ebeneezer think Charley should call the new horses?  Worry and Trouble

What were the new horses’ names?  Vern’s Thunder and Freedom

From the Author –

This is a fictional story based on the real person Charlotte Parkhurst, also known as One-Eyed Charley, Cockeyed Charley, and Six-horse Charley

In the 1860’s, Charlotte was a well known “whip” or “jehu” (Biblical term for a chariot driver)

Charlotte’s cabin was near the Seven Mile House, a former stagecoach stop and hotel
