GORILLA DOCTORS
Turner

Mararo’s “Jewelry”
How does Agashya protect the snared Mararo from humans that were coming near?  Roars, screams, shredding the forest, charging the invaders

Who cuts Mararo loose from the snare?  Patience, a park worker

What park do Mararo and Agashya live in?  Rwanda’s Parc National des Volcans

What is Dr. Mike Cranfield the director of?  The Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project MGVP

Mararo is part of Agashya’s nine member mountain gorilla family.

What is Mararo’s jewelry?  A poacher’s snare around her ankle

Who is Agashya?  The leader, silverback male, of the gorilla family

How do the gorillas navigate so easily through the dense wet forest?  By knuckle walking on all fours

When Mararo stops for a snack, what does she eat?  Wild celery

How does Dr. Felicia Nutter get the gorilla to hold still to remove the snare?  She uses a tranquilizer dart gun.

The MGVP docs clip a pulse oximeter to the gorilla.  Where is it located?  On her lip

What does the oximeter tell the vets?  How much oxygen is in Mararo’s blood
Where else had Mararo had a snare attached?  To her wrist

Why are mountain gorillas treated in the forest?  It’s less stressful

What other samples besides blood oxygen levels did the vets take?  Blood, feces (poop), skin,  and hair

How did Mararo find her family once she came out to the tranquilizer?  She was carried on a tarp and herded down the gorilla trail

What is the gorilla trail?  Flattened plants

What is a larger threat to the mountain gorillas than poaching?  Human diseases

How are the gorillas protected from human diseases?  The vets wear gloves and masks

What are poacher snares intended for in Rwanda’s Parc National des Volcans?  Antelope

Scientists in the Mist

Why did the gorillas have to continue moving up the mountains?  People were clearing the land for farming

Scientists didn’t know about the existence of mountain gorillas until 1902.  How is it that they came to know of them then?  German officer Robert von Beringe shot two of them

What is the scientific name of mountain gorillas?  Gorilla berineri beringei

After shooting a silverback gorilla in the Virungas, Carl Akeley, American hunter, didn’t feel triumph but shame.  Why?  The gorilla was a magnificent creature with an amiable face, he felt like a murderer
Why did Carl Akeley want a gorilla specimen?  For the American Museum of Natural History in NY

Who did Carl Akeley appeal to in order to protect the gorillas by creating a national park?  The Belgian government

As a result, the first African national park was created in 1925.  

What was the name of the national park created with Akeley’s help?  Albert Nation park

Who was the first scientist to study wild gorillas?  George Schaller

What is the process called whereby the gorillas got used to Schaller’s presence over a period of time?  Habituation

Who followed Schaller’s work on gorillas and became a world renown expert?  Dian Fossey

What was the first known gorilla to touch a human (Ms. Fossey)?  Peanuts

What protects the gorillas from the cool rain in the mountains?  Their long thick hair

Why were poachers so bent on killing gorillas?  Their hands and heads made great souvenirs.  Babies were taken for selling as pets.

Who promised to help Dian Fossey set up a vet program to care for the gorillas?  Ruth Keesling

Fossey was the first to realize that gorillas were not just dieing from poachers, but from human diseases.

Dian Fossey was murdered (as yet not solved).  Where is she buried?  Next to her favorite gorilla Digit

What do gorillas eat?  Mostly vegetables, but sometimes ants and grubs.
What is a mountain gorilla’s favorite food?  Bamboo shoots, bramble wild celery, nettles, and thistles

What make the silverback male the master of a gorilla family?  Maturity and they can weigh up to 450 pounds

Our Closest Kin

Why was Felicia worried that Agashya’s cough might be pneumonia?  Gorillas can contract human diseases

Why can gorillas contract human disease so easily?  We and they are 97.7% biologically the same

What are diseases caused by?  Pathogens

What are pathogens?  Viruses, bacteria, fungi or parasites

Human diseases like measles, smallpox, whooping cough, and flu all came originally from what?  Domestic animals (cattle, pigs, dogs, and ducks)

With habituation, the likelihood of sharing pathogens increases.  Examples:  lions can get distemper from dogs, sea otters can get brain parasites from cats, lynxes can get tuberculosis from cattle, wolves can get rabies from dogs
How do MGVP vets vaccinate gorillas?  With a dart gun
Out of the Forest

How do farming families keep the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest from swallowing the family crops?  With hoes and machetes

What are a gorilla’s favorite afternoon events?  Eating, playing, relaxing

What part of the banana trees do mountain gorillas find most appetizing?  The soft inside of the trunk

How many of the world’s mountain gorillas live in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest?  ½  of them

What causes the mountain gorillas to be itchy and lose patches of hair?  Scabies

What are scabies?  A skin problem caused by tiny mites that burrow under the skin

How did the MGVP vet treat the scabies’ infected gorillas?  By anesthetizing the sick gorillas and giving them medicine that made their skin poison for the mites

What is Mike’s real job?  Head veterinarian at the Baltimore Zoo

How do mountain gorillas contract scabies, a human disease?  They forage in human gardens, many of which have a corner for a dump for household garbage

Why do the MGVP vets use PDA’s (personal digital assitants) in the field when tracking gorillas?  They do roll call, health issues (coughing, scratching), wounds, runny noses
The PDA’s store the data and then it’s later downloaded into a computer.

What does an epidemiologist do?  Studies the health of an entire population of animals

What group tries to keep the gorillas in the Bwindi Forest and not in people’s gardens?  HUGO (Human-Gorilla)

Scientists believe that the health of gorillas reflects the health of the people around them.

What is a black back gorilla?  A young male

How much do female gorillas usually weigh?  150 -250 pounds

At what age can females begin to have babies?  7

“All of the world’s mountain gorillas live in two islands of parkland surrounded by a sea of people.  There are no mountain gorillas in captivity.”

How do the MGVP vets celebrate the PDA test?  By buying a goat for a feast to celebrate naming the baby gorilla

What do the MGVP vets decide to call the new baby?  Amagara – it means health

A Game of Clue

In each gorilla family, the adults and older gorillas build what for sleeping at night?  Night nests

What is a night nest?  A circle of flattened and bent plants – a new one is built every night
Why do scientists try to locate night nests?  The feces in the nest can give valuable info about the health of the gorilla family

Where do gorillas usually build their night nests?  On the ground

Not only do the MGVP vets want to identify the disease a gorilla has, but they also want to know where it comes from.  Sort of like the game of Clue

To keep the gorillas safe from pathogens, what precautions are made?  Tourists are limited, workers have regular medical checkups, everyone stays 23’ from gorillas, no smoking, no eating

Why doesn’t everyone just stay away from gorillas?  Tourist money helps encourage people to care about the gorillas and discourages poachers

What new field is the MGVP part of?  Conservation medicine

The Fearless Orphan
How do poachers catch baby gorillas?  Usually by killing the parents

What was the name of the baby gorilla brought to Felicia’s house?  Fearless

Because Fearless had short hair, what kind of gorilla did Felicia think he was?  An eastern lowland gorilla

What did Felicia feed the orphaned baby gorilla?  Formula of milk, eggs, and sugar with a little lice medicine

What are gorilla toys?  Foods that the mother gorillas would let the babies play with – like bamboo shoots and flowers

How do gorilla caregivers protect the gorillas and themselves from spreading disease?  By showering before and after care and having health screens

How do gorillas learn?  From watching other gorillas

Why is reintroduction into the wild difficult for male gorillas?  Unknown males are viewed as competitors

“Captive gorillas are lost forever to those who need them most: their fellow gorillas struggling to survive in the wild.”
Gorillas in the Garden

What does Innocent do besides working as an MGVP vet?  School awareness programs

Why do gorillas rarely need to drink water?  They get what they need from the plants they eat

“What can we do to prevent disease from going to the gorillas from people, or diseases from gorillas to people?”  build latrines, have a buffer of land around the park, keeping distance between people and gorillas

How much do tourists pay an hour to go gorilla watching?  $250

Postscript

Half the royalties from the sale of this book go to the MGVP.

What was the author’s favorite part of writing this book?  Going into the field with the scientists

